History of Alsace

Part One
 Our plan of attack :

We will start with a little geography, just in case there are some who do not know Alsace or its situation.
The second part  of our presentation is the core, but we have selected particular periods of the history of Alsace which seem to us the most significant:

· Ancient history  (Celts, Romans etc)

· Charlemagne

· Medieval period

· Thirty Years War

· 1648 – 1870- 1945
· World War 1 and 2

Some of this will of course overlap, but we will attempt to emphasise the particular effects of history on the people who have lived in this area over the centuries.

On this first map we have indicated the position of Alsace in modern Europe- to the north of Switzerland, in the east of France, along the river Rhine which forms the border with Germany and Switzerland. All border lands historically are disputed, with cross border raids being very common ( in Scotland too where I come from centuries of local feuds with the English!!). In the UK the experience of borders is somewhat different , being an island.
Looking at the physical features we see the strategic position of Alsace, with a large range of mountains blocking communications across Europe both north/south and east/west. If we include the two main rivers (Rhone and Rhine) the resultant communication problems become clear. The Rhone was (and still is ) a very wide river with practically no crossing points in early centuries, forcing people to push north of the Alps to travel from West to East. Alsace controlled the trade routes, making it a very important area for the transfer of agricultural products and minerals.
Homing in a little more we see how Alsace is part of the Rhine Rift Valley or Rhine Graben. The river flows out of Lake Constance, west to Basel then turns north, forming the border with Germany. We have the Black Forest mountains in the east, then the flat valley floor and the Vosges mountains in the west – here is a cross-section for the specialists, showing how the valley floor has sunk down between the two fault lines.
Now that we know where it is situated, let`s turn to some aspects of the history of Alsace.

   What about the name – why is it called ALSACE ?

After the collapse of the Roman Empire, during the 5th and 6th centuries the picture changed dramatically across what we now call Europe. The Germanic tribes dominate – the Franks are in Gaul, the Burgundians in the Rhone valley, the Lombards in Italy, the Alemanni along the Rhine, between Lake Constance, the plain of the river Ill and the Vosges. Alsace is a Germanic country.

The Alsatian dialect stems from this period – the name “Alesaciones” appears in 610, then “Alesacius” in 613. 
Some say the word is Celtic, meaning a “cliff” (the edge of the Vosges ?)

Others claim it is Alemannic in origin -  “sass” from “sitzen” in German = country. Elsass = country of the Ill

Or country of foreigners as “ali” = foreigners in alemannic.
The family name “Jehl” (my mother’s maiden name) means an inhabitant of the plain of the  river Ill.

Part Two

A   From the 7th century BC we have traces of the Celts and the Etruscans. Some ancient wine jars have been found, although most people claim that it was the Romans who first introduced the deliberate cultivation of the vine and winemaking to Alsace   ( Earlier it is known that prehistoric man gathered the fruit of wild grape-bearing vines, as fossilized pips have been found ). From the maps of Roman times we see how the various tribes were scattered across Europe. The term “Gaulois” or “Gaul” was used to refer to Celts who were west of the Rhine ( the most famous is perhaps still Asterix, but when you read the books, no-one can claim he is from Alsace).
Around 500BC our research has discovered some interesting medical advice for ladies!  As a former pharmacist I thought this would be of interest to you. 

How to cure a Migraine :

· Stand in cold running water : the blood will flow from the head towards the feet and will relieve the brain

· Prepare a decoction of pomegranate peel – pour it on to the head, rubbing in  vigorously – the worst migraine will not resist !

· If you feel “empty-headed” after considerable intellectual effort you will recover quickly by following this process : put a pile of ants into a sack, cook for six hours in salted water. Put this mixture into bottles and expose to the sun for several days. Use this mixture to wash your head, drinking from time to time some she-ass milk – you will soon recover!!

Because of local disputes and difficulties there are to be found in Alsace many fortified places, for example the “Mur Paien”  (Pagan Wall) at Ste Odile and on the Taennchel. The name “pagan” was given by Pope Leon 9th (interestingly this Pope was from a very well-known aristocratic family – the Counts of Eguisheim, a village just outside Colmar, where you can see his statue to this very day. He was Pope from 1048 to 1054. His family created and developed many monasteries in Alsace.) The wall is around 10 km long and up to 3m high. Some claim however that these walls were rather to protect areas of worship.
From 58BC the Roman Empire was in charge of Alsace, being part of what was known as Germania Superior with its capital in Mainz. The some four and a half centuries of Roman influence saw the usual Roman practices implanted – towns, roads, organisation etc.
The fortified camp at Argentoratum was the largest on the river Rhine. This has remained today as Strasbourg ( fortress on the street “Strasse” and “Burg” ), although destroyed in 451 by Attila the Hun. Another important Roman camp with many remains visible today was at Augusta Raurica in Switzerland near Basel ( named after the Emperor Augustus ) and an important battle was fought at Argentovaria in 378AD (Horbourg on the outskirts of Colmar). As already mentioned it was the Romans who are credited with the arrival of winemaking in this area and many of the fortifications were indeed to protect this highly valued industry.
It is not clear why there was the sudden Germanic Invasion, except that the Roman Empire had become too large and in many ways ungovernable – the Emperors became figureheads and it was the military who had control, using many mercenaries from across the empire. These mercenaries often tried to settle and obtain land but the Roman masters were not too keen on that. Eventually the Germanic tribes revolted and the rest we know…!!
In 405 the Romans in Alsace were afraid of the movements of the tribes from the east and instead of reinforcing their troops along the Rhine, they withdrew the troops to the south of the Vosges to be a mobile intervention force. This left the Rhine and so Alsace open to the Germanic tribes.

The Alemanni in the winter of 406 followed the Germans and the Burgundians, but remained in Alsace, destroying Roman civilization. The land between the Rhine and the Vosges is under new ownership!!
In 451 it was even worse when Attila the Hun invaded and destroyed more and more of the Roman inheritance.

A century later around 645 an autonomous duchy is created and now we begin to use the term “Alsace” as we saw earlier.

But it is about this time that Christianity makes its appearance in the region. Abbeys at Munster, Wissembourg, Ebersmunster, Marmoutier and Murbach are developing after the arrival, as usual, of Irish missionaries bringing new ideas.

EBERSMUNSTER

Around 675 an Irish monk called Deodat founded a small community of monks. Adalric, Duke of Alsace and father of St Odile , the patron saint of Alsace, contributed to the foundation of the abbey, which possessed therefore considerable assets, including land spread across the whole of Alsace ( 80 wine villages from Mulhouse to Strasbourg ).

Louis the Pious in 817 imposed the rules of the Benedictine order on all Carolingian abbeys and in 818 the abbey is promoted to the rank of Imperial Abbey before being subject to the Bishop of Strasbourg later in the 9th century. Interestingly we noted that today is the 21st March the Saints Day for St Benoit ( Benedict ) and there is a saying in dialect  :
“Wet Gerschte, Erbse, Ziebel dick

Saij sie an Sankt Benedickt”

(If you want a good crop of barley, peas and onions

Then sow them on St Benedict’s day)

In 1525 the abbey is devastated by the peasants who were now revolting against the nobles and the church.

In 1632 the Swedish troops of Gustav Horn burned the village and the church. The baroque church was built in 1792 by Peter Thumb, a well-known Austrian architect.

At the time of the French revolution in 1791 the 26 remaining monks are dispersed and the assets are sold at auction as national assets! Five barges took the 9025 works from the library in 1792 to Strasbourg where they were burnt by the revolutionaries. In 1829 the abbey is taken over by the Marianist brothers – they created a teacher-training institution and a noviciate and since 1889 it is the Headquarters of the educational work of the Sisters of St Joseph of St Marc.
As we know on Christmas Day 800 Charlemagne is crowned Emperor and the whole of Western Europe is practically one country, with Alsace occupying a central position geographically. Perhaps our modern European Union needs to learn some lessons here!!
These abbeys make considerable progress under the new emperor Charlemagne. They are protected from the justice of the local landlords. The monks at Murbach have a significant influence across Europe, with great literary treasures in their library, particularly classical authors.

The rural economy develops in the peaceful climate now under the rule of the Emperor.

Charlemagne however was only human and on his death, the situation changes once again dramatically for the region and indeed  for the rest of “Europe”. His son, Louis 1st (the Pious) is unable to maintain the units of the empire. His own sons are in open revolt against him  In  833 they capture him and force him to share out his land. Then when he dies in 840 the three sons fall out and the struggle continues ……(the division reflects an adherence to the old  Frankish custom of divisible inheritance amongst a ruler’s sons, rather than inheritance by the eldest son (“primogeniture”), which was soon to be adopted by both Frankish Kingdoms).
In 842 two of the sons (Louis the German and Charles the Bald) form an alliance against their elder brother Lothaire. The treaty for this alliance is signed in Strasbourg and is hugely significant, not only for the geography of Europe, but also for the French and German languages.

The “Oaths of Strasbourg” as they are known were written in 3 languages (Old French, Latin and Old High German) as the supporters of each of the brothers signed up too, to avoid later arguments, but in their own language. They promised not only to support their master, but also not to support their own master against the other brother if the necessity arose!  It is the first written record of what has since developed into modern French and modern German and all students of these languages spend a considerable amount of time studying these documents (as I well remember!).
A year later in 843 the Treaty of Verdun was signed. The three brothers were more or less reconciled and decided to share their inheritance. The resultant map shows how  Lothaire receives a vast area ( keeping his two brothers apart ) from the Netherlands down through Lorraine, Alsace and Burgundy, Provence  to Italy and the Papal States. It was the richest and most developed part of Europe, with the main communication links, the richest towns with industry and commerce
Louis the German received the eastern portion, called East Francia. Charles received the western portion – West Francia.

None of this was to last for any length of time. The Middle Frankish Kingdom combined lengthy and vulnerable land borders with poor internal communications as it was severed by the Alps – it was not a viable entity and soon fragmented. The divisions created by this Treaty, carried out without any regard to linguistic and cultural continuities induced conflicts in Western Europe until the 20th century!!
After the death of Lothaire in 855, further subdivisions by his sons did not help. His three sons, Louis II, Charles and Lothair II shared out this middle kingdom. Louis II (the eldest) – the Imperial Crown and the throne of Italy ; Charles – the area between Italy and Alsace and Lothair II the area between the rivers Rhone, Saone, Rhine, Meuse and Escaut. Alsace and Lorraine therefore are integrated into the Kingdom of Lotharingia.
An interesting aside for our twinning arrangements  -  in 869 Lothair  II and a number of his entourage, en route home from Rome, contracted the plague in Lucca (another of our twin towns!) and died.

So in 870 a further Treaty (of Meersen) recombined the middle territories of Lotharingia with enlarged Eastern and Western Frankish kingdoms. The Treaty of Verdun had lasted all of 27 years!!
From this time on Alsace was firmly rooted in East Francia, the future Germany. It becomes one of the centres for the German language and during the 10th and 11th centuries, as the Holy Roman Empire is established ( returning almost to the empire of Charlemagne) it is recognized  for its literary and cultural influence. During the 12th and 13th centuries the “Minnesaenger” – troubadours with songs of courtly love are very famous (e.g. Gottfried von Strassburg who adapted the Tristan and Isolde story).
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 The twelfth and thirteenth centuries were the golden age of Alsace under the Hohenstaufen Emperors, one of whom, Frederick the first (Barbarossa), claimed Alsace to be “the dearest of our family possessions”. It was a period of intense urbanization which saw the birth of a powerful merchant class with increasingly sophisticated tastes and powerful guilds and trade associations.
Alsace was embellished with many beautiful Romanesque churches. 

Moving on a century or two we want to highlight an aspect of the history of Alsace which was indeed significant and different  -  THE DECAPOLE  (alliance of ten towns)

After 1292 Strasbourg was a free imperial town but many more towns had grown up, created by local lords wanting to imitate the Hohenstaufen. They had fortifications and particular advantages – lower taxes, greater freedom of action for the citizens who administered their own affairs.

In the early 14th century a succession of bad winters followed hard on
From 1354 the Emperor Charles ratified a treaty uniting the towns of Haguenau, Colmar, Wissembourg, Turckheim, Obernai, Kaysersberg, Rosheim, Munster, Selestat and Mulhouse.

These towns were to help each other and also support the Empire if necessary. Strasbourg had its own statute so remained outside this group. In the early years of the thirteenth century Strasbourg had won the privileged status of “free imperial city”. The city’s magnificent Gothic cathedral was built under the direction not of the bishop, but of a body controlled by the town council.

The affiliation continued until 1679, but in 1515 Mulhouse left the group to join the Swiss, feeling it would be better protected and was replaced by Landau in the north. In the Treaty of Westphalia of 1648 Mulhouse is recognized as a protestant Swiss town!

In the Decapole urban life was structured, commercial routes were secure, economic activity was encouraged. It was also a kind of defensive structure to protect any of the towns against any external aggression. It resisted, for example, the tolls being introduced by the Bishop of Strasbourg  -  (like our motorway tolls of today perhaps, which we cannot really avoid, except that in Alsace there are no tolls yet  - an exception maybe descended from the Decapole ?? ).

Tolerance was key word for these towns  ( the Reformation for instance  was introduced by some, tolerated by others or refused by a town like Selestat – this could have led to the breakdown of the Alliance, but tolerance reigned !!)
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During the early 17th century conflicts arose between Catholics and Protestants and then this spreads across Alsace, starting in Bohemia in 1618. The famous Cardinal Richelieu was trying to find ways of getting into Germany and encouraged the King of Sweden Gustavus Adolphus, who was supporting the German protestants, in his occupation of Alsace. The people suffered greatly at the hands of the Swedes and even now stories are told  of the famous “Elixir” or “Breuvage” “suedois” ( Swedish drink) – supposedly made from liquid manure and given to drink to the enemy and prisoners.

The Alliance was strongly shaken by this 30 Years War, which ravaged this region and the treaty of Westphalia in 1648, marking the end of this war, gave these cities and the Austrian (Hapsburg ) territories to Louis XIV of France. It was the Treaty of Nijmegen in 1679 which finally brought an end to the Decapole, when Alsace was annexed by France , bringing to an end the strong ties to Germany already outlined.  (Interestingly Mulhouse remained an independent city and part of the Swiss Confederation until in 1798 (after the French revolution ) its citizens voted to join the French First Republic ).

Alsace had however been well endowed from the 12th to the 17th centuries by both the Hohenstaufen and Hapsburg  dynasties – artistic developments – church buildings – Gutenberg’s printing in Strasbourg – and the Humanists such as Beatus Rhenanus (friend and biographer of Erasmus) in Selestat, where the magnificent library is still to be visited today. In  the early 16th century the Reformation had great influence (Luther and Calvin) and there is still a strong Protestant community today.

When Louis XIV arrived, looking out over Alsace from the Vosges he exclaimed “What a beautiful garden”. Without any pressure the province became increasingly French in spirit, proud to be part of a country generally regarded as being the most civilized in Europe, yet retaining its Germanic customs and dialect. At this time also the town of Breisach on the right bank of the Rhine was still in the German Empire and Louis ordered the building of a new town on the left bank to defend the French frontier. Thus Neuf  Brisach (New Breisach) was created and built under the orders of Vauban, famous for military defences. This town is now part of the UNESCO Heritage sites.
By the time the French Revolution arrived the people of Alsace felt thoroughly French. The French National Anthem “La Marseillaise” was composed in Strasbourg by Rouget de l’Isle in 1792 and should therefore some would claim have been called “La Strasbourgeoise”!!
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Moving on towards more recent times we would like to consider the history of Alsace particularly from 1870 – 1945. This is indeed a very difficult period for the population. They experienced changes of nationality, frontiers and language several times!
As we noted from 1648 onwards Alsace considered itself very much to be part of France with all its associated culture, both literary and artistic. However by the mid 19th century the German states, particularly Prussia had become more and more important and France sees a threat in the alliances being created in Germany both north and south.

Industrialisation had continued throughout the 19th century, with Mulhouse’s textile factories world leaders in chintz and other printed fabrics. Canals and railways were built . Alsace’s fertile soil became a major agricultural producer particularly for tobacco and hops.
Bismarck, the Prussian Chancellor, it seems forced the French to declare war in 1870 in an attempt to prevent the unification of Germany into a single empire which would destabilise Europe. In Alsace they feared this war, as they knew that if France were defeated, they would once again be part of Germany.

The French army was no match for the Germans who used their rail network and the already famous Krupp steel artillery to great effect. The defeat at Sedan heralded the end of the Second French Empire and the arrival of the Third Republic.

When Bismarck proclaimed Alsace a “Reichsland”, the French language was banned in school and all newspapers had to be in German. Thousands emigrated, many to America ( by 1872 5% - more than 100,000 – had emigrated, half opting to keep French nationality ).
Bartholdi, the famous native of Colmar, in exile in Paris, created his renowned Statue of Liberty, saying that it represented for him precisely that freedom which he and his fellow “Alsaciens” were currently denied. The annexation years signaled disaster for the vineyards, as Alsace wines were ignominiously  used as bulk blending material for tart German wines!

The German era did however bring social benefits not available in France, as well as an architectural legacy in some imposing public buildings and stations. Industrial developments also put Alsace ahead of the rest of France in the provision of mains water, drainage and electricity.

In 1890 work time is an average 12 1/2 hours per day (5a.m. to 7p.m.). For night working it was from 7p.m. to 6.30a.m. There was a very strict system of fines for being late etc.
The worker’s family lived on credit : the money earned was used to pay the debts at the grocer’s. If a fine reduced the salary, it also reduced the amount of food available for the family. Cheap “Schnaps” sold by German distillers helped to allay the pangs of hunger – alcoholism is rampant and destructive!

The salary of a worker was not sufficient to feed a family with three children, so the mother had to work also, but could not therefore look after the children, who themselves are sent out to work from the age of 12.

Sanitation is poor and infant mortality very high. The German government however does increasingly provide maternity leave and Social Security benefits introduced between 1884 and 1890 begin to bear fruit. From 1888 onwards there is a Work Code and Unions are authorized.

A couple of  snippets : 
 in 1893 the Football Club de Mulhouse was created by English students at the Textile School (it is the second oldest club in France after Le Havre Athletic Club );
in 1899  Selestat presented the ruins of the Haut Koenigsbourg castle to the Emperor Wilhelm II who restored it as a summer residence. This castle had existed since the Middle Ages, but had been abandoned after the Thirty Years War when it was severely damaged by the Swedes.
F
In 1914 the various movements across Europe after the assassination of Franz-Ferdinand led to great international tensions and Alsace, as part of the German Empire is once again in turmoil.

Men are called up to the German army (220,000 including 8000 volunteers). Others (some 3000) again leave Alsace to avoid wearing the German uniform. The early part of the War (late 1914  and 1915) sees the front line established along the top of the Vosges with serious fighting and then relative calm until 1918.

The “Reichsland” (as we have seen the name given by the Germans to the province of Alsace and Lorraine) is under strict controls : public meetings are forbidden, newspapers are censored, letters must be posted in open envelopes, civil administration is under military control.

After the start of the war many houses are destroyed along the fronts and the military authorities decide to evacuate 99 communities from the battle areas. Many Alsaciens are arrested and detained if they are suspected of being pro-French.

In France itself any Alsaciens who did not have French nationality  are rounded up in  detention centres and treated as enemies, except for those who are clearly Francophile. There are about 12000 from Alsace and Lorraine who sign up in the French army. We are reminded of the particular case of Albert Schweitzer, born in Alsace at Kaysersberg in 1875 and therefore a German citizen. In 1914 he is arrested and interned in Gabon before being reinstated with French nationality in 1918.
At the Treaty of Versailles (26/6/1919) Alsace and Lorraine are returned to France. Identity cards of the time show how the population was classified after the end of the war:

A  //   red/white/blue tricolor for those originally from Alsace or Lorraine

B <   blue  for those whose father or mother is German

C <  red    for those foreigners other than German
D  no band   for those originally German

The Germans are almost all expelled, luggage limited to 40kg.

French nationality is guaranteed: to all those who became German on 10 May 1871 and have not changed nationality since

                                                     : to the descendants of those in the previous paragraph, except those whose father was German and arrived in Alsace after 15 July 1870

                                                     : to all those born in Alsace of unknown parents or parents whose nationality is unknown.

Exchange rates are fixed for all those reintegrated, who were domiciled in Alsace on 1 August 1914. The German Mark was exchanged at 1.25 Francs ( a very beneficial rate to help Alsace recover). The normal exchange rate at that time was 1 Mark = 0.81 Francs.
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After the war we see how the departments were reintegrated into the north-eastern corner of France.  Re-integration is of course not just a question of re-drawing frontiers on a map – what about the people living in this area ? There are new political parties, new economic developments, as the area has to re-adjust towards France. Many industries had problems because machines had been taken away to Germany and raw materials were not easy to find. Inflation affected everyone and unemployment also led to strikes. In April 1920 the strike is also about local rights and advantages enjoyed before 1914, superior 
to those available in France, particularly in relation to Social Security !
In schools French is the unique language –“direct method” to put all children in a French immersion course without reference to German ! This however created several problems :

· the teachers were not generally very proficient in French

· the young pupils on entering school did not understand French.

As a result German was allowed to be taught 3 hours a week from Year 4 onwards and religious education (4 hours a week) was also allowed to be given in German.
From 1922 to 1930 Alsace prospered economically:

· the port of Strasbourg is developed – in 1926 there was a great exhibition in Strasbourg

· the Kembs Power Station is opened

· production of oil (Pechelbronn), potash, sugar beet, hops and textiles.

Almost all social classes benefited from these developments. After 1931 the world economic crisis and the rise of Hitler in Germany hit Alsace hard, particularly the textile industry. With new threats of war many companies transferred their assets away from the German border. Once again the tensions across Europe have a particular effect on Alsace.
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2 September 1939

374000 Alsaciens are evacuated towards the centre and the south-west of France. There are once again many difficulties of language and culture to overcome. The community of Strasbourg is transferred to Clermont-Ferrand!

2 August 1940

Alsace and Lorraine cease to be part of occupied France and are once again considered part of Germany, re-establishing the borders of 1870/1871 !!

In November 1940 320000 Alsaciens decided to return to their homes, to be welcomed back by the German authorities with bands and music and flags !

In Colmar  a circular from the Mayor forbids the town council employees to use lipstick and face powder, as the Council Offices are not fashion salons.  In addition the Alsace dialect is forbidden – all must speak High German. 

After many failed attempts to get them to volunteer, many Alsaciens are incorporated forcibly into the German army………

20th Century Alsatian Drama  -  the “Malgre-Nous” (in spite of ourselves)
After the defeat of the French army, Alsace was annexed as part of the German Reich by a decree of 18 October 1940. The Vichy government (that is the French government in occupied France) merely sent a note of protest to the German authorities, but never made this public. After calling for volunteers with singular lack of success, the local Governor drafted the Alsaciens into the German army on the 25 August 1942. 21 year groups were included (1908 to 1928). Any who refused to co-operate were arrested and their families risked deportation to other parts of the Reich. Those who tried to escape were either killed, interned in the camp at Schirmeck (for re-education) or drafted into the Waffen SS. 100,000 Alsaciens were concerned.

As the German authorities doubted the loyalty of these troops, no one unit could have more than 5% and none were involved in sensitive work (information and reconnaissance). 90% were sent to the Eastern Front, where a quarter is said to have deserted and tried to return home, but this was very difficult.

As they wore the Wehrmacht uniform, many were killed by the Russians or interned at an infamous camp at Tambow, where malnutrition, arbitrary punishments and epidemics killed off 10000 French. Of the 100,000 involved, 35000 are reported dead or missing in action and more than 3000 wounded (of whom 1000 seriously).

In my family my mother’s young brother Alphonse (18 years old) and a cousin of my father (Jean 19 years old) fell on the Russian Front…………

As always the whole population was observed by the Nazi Party Officials ( listen to conversations, denounce those who listened to a foreign radio station e.g. BBC (Anglander) or showed opposition to the Germans in words, songs or acts ). For most Alsaciens resistance was through being slow or ironic in carrying out orders. Yet resistance was organized - : to allow escaping POW or Alsaciens refusing to serve Germany to reach the border with Switzerland or France
-: to obtain information in confidence from the Germans to be passed on to the French Resistance Movement or the British government.
After the end of the War the same poster was used to expel the Germans and their legacy.
Postscript
Perhaps the most striking of the legal differences between France and Alsace-Moselle is the absence in Alsace-Moselle of a separation of church and state, even though a 
constitutional right of freedom of religion is guaranteed by the French government. 
Alsace-Moselle is still governed by a pre-1905 law established by the Concordat of 1801 which provides for the public subsidy of the Roman Catholic Church, the 
Lutheran Church, the Calvinist Church and the Jewish religion, as well as providing for public education in these faiths; although parents are allowed to refuse religious education for their children. The clergy for these religions are paid for by the state. 
Catholic bishops are named by the President of the French Republic following proposal by the Pope. 

This situation is unusual in a country like France where church and state are more strictly separated than in most other nations. Controversy erupts periodically on the appropriateness of these and other extraordinary legal provisions and some contend that the public funding of certain religious faiths should stop. Others, however, argue that, in the 21st century,the second largest religion in France is Islam and that Islam – in fact all sufficiently numerous religious groups – should enjoy comparable status with the four official religions.[2]
 Council Of Europe
In a speech at the University of Zurich on 19 September 1946, Sir Winston Churchill  called for a "kind of United States of Europe" and the creation of a Council of Europe.[1]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Europe" \l "cite_note-ENA_Churchill-1#cite_note-ENA_Churchill-1" [2] He had spoken of a Council of Europe as early as 1943 in a radio

broadcast.[1]
The Council of Europe was founded on 5 May 1949 by the Treaty of London. The Treaty of London or the Statute of the Council of Europe was signed in London on that day by ten states: Belgium, Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the 

Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom. Many other states followed, especially after the democratic transitions in central and eastern Europe during the early 1990s, and the Council of Europe now includes most European states. 
Alsace is proud to be at the centre of Europe, as all those who read about the permanent struggle as to the home of the European Parliament can attest !!
We hope that this inevitably brief look at some aspects of the history of Alsace and its people goes some way towards an understanding of what has shaped the Alsace of today…
Thank you for your attention.
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